
Colorado Statistics: Age and Hearing Loss 
 
 
Colorado’s population: 60 and over 
Currently one in five (more than 1.1 million) persons in Colorado is age 60 or over. Furthermore, the 
population age 60 and over is projected to grow by 13% between 2019 and 2023, and reach over a 
quarter of Colorado’s population by 2050. Colorado ranks third nationally for growth in the population 
of older adults. This historic population shift, which is driven currently by the aging Baby Boomer 
Generation, appears to be a permanent shift as subsequent generations age. All of this means that more 
attention will need to be paid to ensuring communities are livable and accessible and that appropriate 
services are available for this growing older population (Colorado Department of Human Services, 2019). 
  
Age and Hearing Loss  
This demographic shift in the older population presents challenges and opportunities that have never 
before existed. As the number of older adults increases, more individuals will experience presbycusis. 
Presbycusis is an age-related decrease in hearing acuity that gradually occurs in most adults and is one 
of the most common conditions affecting older and elderly adults. Nationally collected data 
demonstrate that as persons get older, experiencing hearing loss is more prevalent (Figure 1).  

Figure 1: Hearing Loss by Age 
3.4% for the 40-49 age group 
11.2% for the 50-59 age group 
24.7% for the 60-69 age group 
Source: National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey, 2011-2012. Analysis reported in JAMA 
Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery (Hoffman et al., 2017). 

 
Approximately one in three people in the United States between the ages of 65 and 74 has hearing loss, 
and nearly half of those older than 75 have difficulty hearing. “Having trouble hearing can make it hard 
to understand and follow a doctor’s advice, respond to warnings, and hear phones, doorbells, and 
smoke alarms.” Changes in hearing acuity “can also make it hard to enjoy talking with family and friends, 
leading to feelings of isolation” (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, n.d.). 
 
Colorado’s 65+ population, Rural areas  
According to the Colorado Rural Health Center, residents age 65 and older now comprise 40% of rural 
Colorado’s population (Colorado Rural Health Center, 2017).  
 
Residents in Colorado’s rural areas face unique health challenges, but those challenges will be 
compounded for the for those who develop presbycusis later in life as they will experience a lack of 
access to auxiliary services; e.g. Communication Access Real-time Translation (CART), and a lack of 
facilities that have auxiliary aids (e.g. loop systems) (Timothy Chevalier, Ed.D., Colorado Commission for 
the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and DeafBlind, 2019). 
 
By 2018, rural Colorado communities for age 65 and older is projected to grow almost 10% from 16.4% 
to 24.4% and currently 40% of Coloradoans over the age of 80 live in rural Colorado.  
https://coruralhealth.org/2017/02/ceo-update-february-2017.html 
 
Colorado’s 65+ population 
by 2050, the over-65 population is expected to nearly double. 
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